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The Principal’s Office 
 

Mr. Drew Ware 

Aldert Root Elementary School 

305 Church at North Hills St.  

Raleigh, NC 27609 

(919) 881-4940 
http://aldertrootes.wcpss.net/ 

lware@wcpss.net 

 
 *Due to the move and transition process, we will begin again 

next week with a wonderful note from our fantastic principal, 

Drew Ware. Please also visit our website for current 

information, including the blog, from Mr. Ware. 

Reminder from our letter last week: 

Report cards were scheduled to go home on November 5th.  Because 

of the move, we will be sending home report cards a week later, on 

November 12th.  If you have any questions concerning your child’s 

progress, please contact your child’s teacher.  Thank you. 

A letter went home in the Tuesday folder of last week with pertinent 

information regarding procedures at our new school.  Be sure to 

check it out. 

 

 

THANK YOU 

TO: 

 

All of our teachers. We love you! –Your Students 

 

Everyone who helped with the packing and 

unpacking for our  return to the renovated Aldert Root 

Elementary campus. We could not have done it without 

your amazing help, kindness and generosity. 

 

The PTA Hospitality Committee who provided lunch 

on Friday & Saturday as well as breakfast on Saturday.  

 

Everyone who brought treats for the staff.  

 

Ellen Erdman & family for providing the  

 fantastic ziti casseroles for the lunches! (A Very Special 

Thank You!) The teachers and staff are so appreciative of 

your thoughtfulness. 

 

Our incredible staff! What a great group of 

dedicated and caring folks. We thank you for your 

patience and long hours spent working on the 

transition to your new classrooms for the enjoyment, 

excitement and benefit of our children. 

 

 Marcy Hobart and Rebecca Bennett for coordinating 

our  Reflections entries! Thank you to all the students 

who participated. What a great way to celebrate the arts. 

 

 

 

http://aldertrootes.wcpss.net/
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Jennifer Abraham, Assistant Principal, was getting ready for the  

 big move last week. I actually convinced her to sit down for a  

quick break and pose. Isn’t she lovely! We have the best looking  

and most intelligent staff  in all of Wake County! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Anne Moorman-Smith is caught in action. Music to my 

Ears! What a tremendous talent we have! She was a 

mobile music maker last week. Have you seen her new 

music room yet? Take a peek and note the change. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meet Our Fifth Grade Students, Our Future 

Leaders. 
 

 
 

Virginia  is in Miss Hancock's fifth grade 

class.  She loves almost all school subjects 

and enjoys sports.  She has participated in 
First in Fitness every year she has been at 
Root.  She runs a mile in about 7 minutes 

and 50 seconds.  Virginia also loves to play 
soccer and hopes to play lacrosse in Middle 

School. Virginia dreams of being a 
photographer one day because she loves 

taking pictures of nature.  She hopes to 
make a positive impact on society by 
helping to care for homeless pets. 

  

Nyeimah  is also in Miss Hancock's fifth 

grade class.  This is Nyeimah's first year at 
Root. She loves to play basketball, 
volleyball, and softball.  Nyeimah's favorite 

subject in school is Math. Nyeimah dreams 
of starting her own business one day styling 

hair and doing nails for her clients. Take a 
very close look at Nyeimah's picture. She 

bares a striking resemblance to Michelle 
Obama!   

 

 



Root Word  3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Birthdays in Nov : 
 

04 th-  Pat Mimms  

14 th-  Richard Wunderlin  

 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

 

*Absentee School Pic tures   (WED) NOV. 04
th

 

*PTA MTG. (TH ) NOV. 05
th

 (9:30AM)  

*N OV. 11
th

,  NO SCHOOL-  Veteran s̃ Day  

*̇°̇dµÆ×ÊÓÙd´ÕÊÓd­ÔÚØÊdÔÓ NOV. 16
th

 

   At 9:45AM rd¹ÍÎØdÎØdËÔ×dvtutd̆°̇ Parents.  

*Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL ON 

  NOV. 25
th

, 26
th

, 27
th

 

 

 

Do you work for IBM?  If so, Root can get funds to 

purchase IBM computers.  Please contact David Hooper, our 
technology teacher, at dhooper1@wcpss.net or Lyne Dempster at 

lynedempster@yahoo.com.  

 

Please note: PTA MEETING TIME CHANGE; 
Dr. Carolyn Morrison will be our special guest. 
The time of our November PTA meeting has changed.  We will be 

meeting at 9:30am.  Dr. Carolyn Morrison, our new school board 

representative, will be attending.  Please come and meet Dr. Morrison. 

 

Office Guild Needs Helpers - If you are available two 

mornings a month, the Office Guild would love your help.  Please 

email Lyne Dempster at lynedempster@yahoo.com.  The Office Guild 
runs copies and does clerical work for the teachers.  It is a great way to 

help our teachers! 

 

Get your Rooty Retail while it lastsé 
Did your child see their friends in cool new Rooty Retail shirts and 

shorts this week?  If so and you are interested in getting them 

something cool too, contact Sara Katherine Little (sklittle@nc. rr.com 
or 783-7889).  Some styles and designs are available. 

 

VETERAN NAMES NEEDED!  
We will recognize our veterans in the Root Word for next 

week. If you have a parent or grandparent that has served in our 

military, please submit their name to Jennifer Norris, Root 

Word, via email before Nov. 09th. This includes all of our staff, 

parents and students at Aldert Root Elementary School. 

jknorris@nc.rr.com 
 

Meet Dr. Carolyn Morrisoné. 
 

Memories of Root 

 
On a hot, muggy Monday morning in late July of 1976, I was 

summoned to the Wake County Public Schools Superintendent’s 

Office.  Dr. John Murphy congratulated me on my new position as 

principal at Aldert Root, gave me  keys to the building, and 

instructed  me to “go on out to the school and get started.”  That 

would have been fine, but for one small detail.  I couldn’t find the 

front door to the building.  After wandering a bit, I finally decided to 

trudge up the Lassiter Mill Road stairs and enter what I determined 

to be the back door.  Crossing the threshold, I ran into something 

akin to a dark spider web which was later identified as tar dripping 

through the flat roof.  It was explained to me that in the heat of the 

summer tar had a tendency to melt and drip through the ceiling.  The 

sleeping custodian awoke with a start and immediately expressed his 

concern that I was not a man and would, no doubt, be unable to fire 

the boiler in the basement.  I assured him that if the principal who 

had preceded me had done it, I was confident that I was up to the 

task.  Shortly thereafter, a fifth grade boy came by the office to offer 

his assessment of my selection as principal.  “Yuck!  A girl!  I bet 

you can’t even get the bicycle rack out of the creek.”  (This proved 

to be a challenge, but we managed to reposition the rack on dry 

land.) 

There was no air conditioning, no technology, no color television, 

and no carpet anywhere.  However, I was so happy to be a principal, 

I didn’t care a bit.  I couldn’t wait!  Teachers, parents, and students 

began to filter in to get a good look at the new “girl.”  As the 

summer sped past, I began to realize how fortunate I was to be at 

Root.  Wonderful, supportive parents visited to ask what days I 

would like lunch brought to me and whether I needed any help in 

getting ready for opening day.  They were sincere and followed 

through with whatever I asked of them. 

Eleven years flew by and I was privileged to know many students 

who would grow up to be contributing citizens in Raleigh and 

beyond.  I now run into teachers, school administrators, lawyers, 

judges, city councilmen, investment bankers, realtors, ballerinas, 

businessmen and women, and others who were once kindergarteners 

at Root.  I am thrilled at their accomplishments.  

Recently current principal, Drew Ware, took me on a tour of the new 

school building.  The magnificent structure with modern furniture, 

furnishings, and technology took my breath.  Not only beautiful, it is 

comfortable and no longer has a boiler that the principal has to fire 

or tar that gets stuck in his hair. Everything is most impressive.  

However, an excellent school is not determined by the brick and 

mortar or the furnishings.  The critical elements are administrators 

and teachers who are passionate about their work and parents who 

are willing to devote time, talents, and resources to the school.  Root 

is rich in these areas.  Caring people will not let this school be less 

than the best.  Years ago I read somewhere that, “Communities have 

the schools they deserve.”  Root will always be exemplary and I am 

grateful to have been a part of this school community. 
 

Carolyn Morrison 
Wake County School Board 

District 6 Representative 
   

  

mailto:dhooper1@wcpss.net
mailto:lynedempster@yahoo.com
mailto:lynedempster@yahoo.com
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LOST & FOUND UPDATE : 
 

LOST & FOUND AREA 

AT OUR NEW SCHOOL WILL 

ONLY HOLD ITEMS FOR 

ONE WEEK BEFORE BEING 

DISCARDED OR DONATED. 

 

PLEASE KINDLY REMIND YOUR 

CHILD TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THEIR ITEMS WHILE AT  

SCHOOL. THIS IS A GREAT 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITY. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP 

AND IF YOU HAVE ANY  

CONCERNS OR QUESTIONS,  

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO  

CONTACT 

YOUR WONDERFUL ROOT 

ADMINISTRATION STAFF.  

 

 

A Few More Reminders: 

 

Reflections Recognition 

Breakfast will be 

Held on Friday morning, 

December 04th. 

 

Kindergarten Open House- 

We will be hosting an Open House 

for all 2010 kindergarten parents. 

The Open House will be at 9:30am on 

Monday, November 16th. 

 

Contact Information:  

Drew Ware 

lware@wcpss.net 

 

Jennifer Abraham 

jmabraham@wcpss.net 

 

Julie Hardesty 

juliehardesty@nc.rr.com 

 

Lyne Dempster 

lynedempster@yahoo.com 
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jknorris@nc.rr.com 

 

Aldert Root Elementary School 

305 Church at North Hills Street 

3202 Northampton Street 

881-4940 

http://aldertrootes.wcpss.net 

mailto:lware@wcpss.net
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mailto:lynedempster@yahoo.com
mailto:jknorris@nc.rr.com
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