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The Principal’s Office 
 

Mr. Drew Ware 
Aldert Root Elementary School 
305 Church at North Hills St.  

Raleigh, NC 27609 
(919) 881-4934 
lware@wcpss.net 
 

 Dear Aldert Root Families,  

What a wonderful start to the school year!  I see an 

amazing amount of enthusiasm in our teachers, our 

students, and our families.  This is going to be a 

great year.  

We had our first early dismissal this past 

Wednesday.  Almost all of our students were 

picked up by 3:00.  Great job parents!  During this 

extra 75 minutes, our staff members continued our 

work in Professional Learning Teams or PLTs.  

PLTs are teams of staff members working together 

focusing on student success.  Research has  

Words of appreciation from 

Aldert Root Elementary 

School staff and families 
Huge thanks from us to you! 

 

Ben & Jerry’s 

Thanks to The Healey Family, Owner of the North Hill's 

Ben & Jerry's Scoop Shop, for donating the delicious 

cookie dough ice-cream for our Kindergarten Ice-Cream 

Social last week. It was a sweet success and the kids were 

even more excited to begin their education career at our 

wonderful school. 

Panera Bread Company 

Thanks to Crabtree Valley Mall Panera Bread Company for 

donating 5 bagel packs (65 bagels), assorted cream cheeses, 

and 5 coffee totes for our Aldert Root Welcome Back 

Teacher Breakfast on August 18th. The teachers enjoyed 

their breakfast as a great beginning to the new school year. 

 

 

Continued on page 2 

Aldert Root Elementary School Almost Completed.  
tuned  
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Found that when teachers work collaboratively 

students are more successful.   

   

For our first early dismissal Wednesday, the staff 

at Aldert Root created a vision as to what we 

want our PLTs to accomplish.   

  

Our PLT vision is:  

    

 Using the knowledge and creativity of all 

team members, the staff at Aldert Root, 

will collaboratively focus on using 

meaningful data and research based 

strategies to improve learning for all 

students. 

  

We will have early dismissals every Wednesday 

including this Wednesday, September 2nd.  

Thank you.  

   

Thank you to all who joined us for our  

“Newcomers Coffee” from 9:05-9:30 on 

Monday, August 31
st
, for 1st through 5th grade 

families new to Aldert Root.  Coffee and 

Kleenex were from 9:30-10:15 on the same day 

for our Kindergarten families.  

  

We have made a positive change with one of our 

carpool procedures.  Students will wait behind 

the gates until all cars in line are stopped.  This 

will help keep our students safe.  Thank you for 

your understanding. 

  

Finally, I know that there are concerns about 

class sizes, and I want you to have all the 

information that I have at this time.  First, we 

were projected and planned for 427 students.  

We currently have had 469 students who have 

come through our doors and are so excited that 

we have so many new families.  It does mean, 

however, that we have larger numbers in some 

classes.  I feel comfortable that we will have 

enough students on the 10th day so that we can 

create a full Kindergarten and full 1st grade 

classroom and no longer have a K-1 combination 

class.  Parents of children who were moved in 

1st grade were called last Friday. New class 

assignments began on Monday.  At this time we 

only have 2 teacher assistants for 1st grade, and 

they will work in all 3 first grade classrooms 

equally.   

   

When we finalize our enrollment on the 10th day 

of school, we will determine if we are allotted 

any extra positions (both teacher and teacher 

assistants).  Please know that whether we receive 

extra positions or not, we are looking how to be 

creative and help support our teachers.  

   

Finally, we are getting close to setting the date 

for our move back to our building.  More 

information will definitely be coming.  I hope 

everyone has a great full week of school. 

 
-Mr. Drew Ware 
 

Did You Know That Our New Principal... 

 LOVES UNC-CHAPEL HILL! 

 Sings and plays his guitar during morning 

announcements. I hear he is “pretty good”! 

  Is married and has a 3 month old son. 

 

MEET OUR FIFTH  

GRADE STUDENTS.  

MEET OUR FUTURE  

LEADERS. 

 
Each fifth grade student will be interviewed this 
year. Look for this exciting new addition next 

week. You will not want to miss this indeed! 

 

MEET AN ALDERT  

ROOT ALUMNI 

 

Look for this exciting new addition next week. Mr. 
Bonner Gaylord, 1983 to 1986, will share some 
fantastic memories.  

Continued from page 1 
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A wise word from the AG Room:  
 
The first semester testing window for AG will 
end on Friday, September 11.  Teachers and 
parents can nominate a student for possible 
testing.  Those nominated should be 
performing 1-2 years above peers and may 
include 4th graders new to WCPSS, 5th 
graders adding a second area, or other 5th 
graders.  The forms are located on the wall 
across outside of the AG room and must be 
returned, completed, to J. Forde, the AG 
teacher by the September 11 nomination 
deadline. Thank you. 

W E D N E S D A Y  R E M I N D E R :  

A L L  S T U D E N T S  W I L L  B E  

D I S M I S S E D  F R O M  A L D E R T  

R O O T  A T  2 : 4 5 .  

 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S :  

*NO SCHOOL ON SEPT. 07TH  (MON)  LABOR DAY 

*OPEN HOUSE ON  SEPT.  09TH &  10TH  AT  7:00PM  

 (WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 09TH
   K-2ND

 GRADE; 7PM) 

 (THURSDAY, SEPT. 10TH
   3RD

 – 5TH
 GRADE; 7PM) 

*AG NOMINATION  DEADLINE ON SEPT. 11TH ( FRI) 

*Chick Fil A Spirit Night, At NH, Sept.21st (MON) 

*EARLY RELEASE-SEPT. 23rd (WED) AT 12:15PM 

*NO SCHOOL ON SEPT. 28th (MON) Staff Workday 

 

*If you would like to include an upcoming school related event, please 

email me at jknorris@nc.rr.com. 

 

STAY TUNED FOR AN EXCITING 

UPDATE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, MR. 

DREW WARE, REGARDING OUR MUCH 

ANTICIPATED MOVE IN DATEéé 

 

IF YOU HAVE NOT HAD THE 

OPPORTUNITY TO DRIVE BY ALDERT 

ROOT LATELY, YOU WILL BE 

AMAZED WITH THE PROGRESS. THE 

LANDSCAPING LOOKS AMAZING. 

OUR STUDENTS AND STAFF ARE IN 

FOR A REAL TREAT! 

 

The Bricks have arrived. 
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STAFF  BIRTHDAY S:  

AUGUST 

*02- Beth Tefft 

*04- Mary R Coupland 

*04- Shirley Duke 

*24- Alison Strong-Smith 

*27- Sal Mastropolo 

SEPTEMBER 

*03- Martha Moore 

*04- Jean Capps 

*07- Betty Sledge 

*08- Amy Lawrence 

*11- Beverly Conyers 

*16- Shep Monroe 

*18- JoAnn Smith 

*29- Velma Davis 

*30- Linda Griggs 

 

 

To let the reader know that an article will continue on 

another page, insert a small text box under the text box, 

choose the Continued To style, and then type the words 

“Continued on Page”. 

Aldert Root PTA  

2009 -2010 Executive Committees  

Co-Presidents: 

Julie Hardesty and Lyne Dempster  

Funding Vice President: 

Julie Caviness  

Treasurer: 

Meredith Barnette  

Treasurer Elect: 

Allison Glenn  

Corresponding Secretary: 

Molly Thompson  

Recording Secretary: 

 Laura Dickinson  

Past President:  

Rebecca Bennett and Tina Glover  

  

“B E S T  R E A D ”  F O R  

Y O U R  L I T T L E  

S T U D E N T  F R O M  

G R E A T  S C H O O L S  

B O O K  N O O K :  

 Library Lion  by Michelle 

Knudsen, illustrated by Kevin 

Hawkes (Candlewick Press, 

2006).  

There Is a Bird on Your 

Head! by Mo Willems 

(Hyperion Books for 

Children, 2007).   

    

    

    

 Ivy and Bean  by 

Annie Barrows, illustrated by 

Sophie Blackall (Chronicle 

Books, 2007).  

 

The Adventures of Taxi 

Dog by Debra & Sal 

Barracca, illu strated by Mark 

Buehner (Puffin, 2000) . 

 

Mr. George Baker  by Amy 

Hest, illustrated by Jon J. 

Muth (Candlewick, 2004).   

     

 

 

 

2030: A Day in the Life of 

Tomorrow's Kids  by Amy 

Zuckerman and Jim Daly, 

illustrated by John Manders 

(Dutton, 2009) .  

  

A Letter to Amy  by Ezra 

Jack Keats (Puffin, reprint 

edition, 1998)   

 

Stellaluna  by Janell Cannon 

(Harcourt Children's Books, 

April 30, 1993).   

 

The Light Princess  by 

George McDonald, illustrated 

by Maurice Sendak (Farrar 

Straus Giroux, 1984).  


